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increased only from 50 to 60 p.c, it may be inferred that patients in hospitals 
have an improved standard of living and of comfort as compared with the con
ditions before the war. 

The detailed results of this investigation, including the statistics by prov
inces, are to be found on pp. 203-0 of the Bureau of Statistics' Annual Report 
on Prices and Price Indexes, 1913-29. 

14.—Average Daily Hospital Charges in Canada and Index Numbers thereof, 1913 
and 1917-1939. 

(1913=190 for Index Numbers.) 
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Section 5.—Index Numbers of Interest Rates. 

Few economic statistics are of more significance than the net rates of 
interest paid on absolutely the safest securities, such as governiment bonds 
maturing on a fixed a'nd definite date. Other interest rates naturally grade up
ward from the rates which the safest of possible borrowers has to pay, and from 
the fluctuations of that price an idea may be obtained as to the relation between 
the supply of, and the demand for, funds for investment. 

Prior to the war the funded debt of the Dominion was entirely held outside 
the country, there being no home market for Canadian Government bonds. 
Since about the beginning of the century, however, the province of Ontario, 
the wealthiest and most populous of the provinces of the Dominion, has done 
its financing largely in Canada itself, and the fluctuation in the rate of yield 
of Province of Ontario bonds is thus the best long-term indicator of net interest 
rates in the Dominion. These yields, compiled originally by Wood, Gundy 
and Co., of Toronto, and furnished by that firm to the Bureau of Statistics, 


